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FOREIGN AND INSULAR. 

BRITISH HONDURAS. 

Report from Belize — Fruit port. 

Belize, Honduras, April 19, 1902. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the conditions 
and transactions at this port during the week ended April 19, 1902 : 

Population according to census of 1901, 9,113; present officially esti- 
mated population, about 7,000. Number of cases and deaths from yel- 
low fever during the week, none; number of cases and deaths from 
smallpox during the week, none; number of cases and deaths from 
typhus fever during the week, none ; number of cases and deaths from 
cholera during the week, none ; number of cases and deaths from plague 
during the week, none. General sanitary condition of this port and 
the surrounding country during the week, good. 

Bills of health were issued to the following vessels: April 17, steam- 
ship Spero; crew, 18; number of passengers from this port, none; 
number of passengers in transit, none. April 18, steamship Anselm ; 
crew, 41 ; number of passengers from this port, 30; number of passen- 
gers in transit, 32. 

Bespectfully, B. H. Peters, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

CANADA. 

Inspection of immigrants at Quebec, Halifax, and St. John. 

Quebec, Canada, April 26, 1902. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that for the week ended April 26, 
there were inspected 720 immigrants ; passed, 709 ; detained, 11. * * * 
At the port of Halifax, Nova Scotia, during the week ended April 26, 
there were inspected 73 immigrants ; passed, 73 ; detained, none. 

At the port of St. John, New Brunswick, during the week ended April 
26, there were inspected 2 immigrants ; passed, 2 ; detained, none. 
Bespectfully, Victor G. Heiser, 

Assistant Surgeon, 77. S. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon- General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

china. 

Cholera in Canton and vicinity.' 
[No. 175.] 

Canton, China, March 15, 1902. 
Sir : In further continuation of my No. 165, concerning the preva- 
lence of cholera in Canton and vicinity, I have the honor to report as 
follows : 
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On March 5, 1902, I cabled you as follows : 

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C: Thomas Stephenson, American citizen, 
senior officer customs service, died here to-day ; cholera. — McWade. 

On March 6, 1902, I cabled to the Department as follows : 
Secret aey of State, Washington, D. C: Cholera increasing. Another European 
died to-day. Custom-house closed ; employees ordered live boats on river. — McWade. 

The European referred to in the foregoing cablegram was David Dun- 
can, Scotchman, an old and highly valued official of the imperial Chi- 
nese maritime customs. In consequence of the spread and virulence of 
the disease. Commissioner Morgan, of the imperial Chinese maritime 
customs, found it imperatively necessary to order the immediate trans- 
fer of all their married customs officers (outdoor staff) to a number of 
commodious junks at Honam Spit, opposite to Shameen. A trained 
nurse has been provided for them, under whose supervision all the cook- 
ing, etc., for the men is done. Meanwhile the men are kept under 
observation. The houses that have been occupied by these men, situ- 
ated on Honam, have all been thoroughly cleaned, fumigated, and 
whitewashed. Large quantities of lime have also been used on the 
streets and alleys in the immediate vicinity of those houses. There are 
no sewers in Honam, which is immediately adjacent to Canton and lies 
on the south side of the Canton Eiver. As there have been no rains to 
flush its streets and alleys, the stench under the influence of the hot sun 
is almost unbearable, a condition which helps the spread of cholera. 
Although very many deaths have occurred at Honam from, cholera, I 
can not truthfully say that the disease has become epidemic. I noticed 
a marked diminution in the number of cases there within the past five 
days. 

On March 14, 1902, I cabled to the Department as follows : 
Secketaky of State, Washington, D. C: Fritz Brockelman, Swedish-Norwegian 
merchant contul, died to-day, cholera ; also, sailor French gunboat Avalanche. 

McWade. 

Mr. Brockelman was for over ten years a principal partner in Eeuter 
Brockelmann & Co., a German firm of high standing in South China. 
His principal customers were leading merchants of New York. He 
leaves a wife and 3 children. He was taken ill whilst on the Powan, 
traveling from Hongkong to Canton. His illness was caused by 
drinking a glass of water, and lasted only eight and a half hours, his 
death having occurred several hours after his arrival at his residence in 
Shameen. He was interred in the foreign cemetery, Macao Port, at a 
very early hour this morning. 

The deceased sailor on the French gunboat Avalanche was ill for only 
six hours.- Since his death, the Avalanche has been moved by her com- 
mander from her position immediately opposite the French consulate, 
about 100 yards west and immediately opposite the American consu- 
late. Strange to say, the Avalanche does not float the yellow flag, cus- 
tomary in such cases, and her crew are not in quarantine, for I have met 
numbers of them in Shameen. 

The number of cases in Canton and its immediate vicinity is very 
much smaller than a week ago, and I feel satisfied that the disease is 
abating. It is a remarkable fact that, although several natives have 
recovered after a very violent attack, every foreigner afflicted with it 
has died, after an illness ranging from six to ten hours. 

The drought still continues. The wells are all dried up, and the 
water in the Canton Eiver, which we have to use for all domestic pur- 
poses, is very salty aud nauseous to taste. In the interior the land is 
so dried up that, as reported to me by the Eev. Andrew Beattie, of the 
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American Presbyterian Mission, great cracks and fissures are seen 
everywhere. The wells are exhausted and the efforts of the natives to 
secure a supply of water by digging fresh wells are almost invariably 
fruitless. The high officials, the litterati, and the gentry repair to the 
temples daily to pray for rain. 

H. E. Tao Mu, viceroy of the Two Kwangs, has commanded the Nam 
Hoi and the Pun U magistrates to issue proclamations in their respective 
districts embodying the following suggestions, which I have prepared 
at his excellency's request : 

All of the streets, large and small, and all the drains should be thoroughly flushed 
with water from the river, and plenty of lime thereafter sprinkled on the streets, and 
especially where animal matter and other refuse is usually allowed to collect. 

After being thoroughly flushed with water from the river the drains should also have 
lime profusely scattered therein. 

All decayed or unripe fruit and vegetables should be immediately destroyed and the 
sale thereof severely punished. 

All vegetables should be thoroughly well cooked before being eaten. 

Under no circumstances should water be drank or used for family purposes until it 
has been boiled for at least half an hour. 

Cleanliness of person, of all clothing, of cooking and other utensils and of the inte- 
rior of every household is essentially necessary. 

An excellent precaution against cholera is for each person to take twice every day 5 
drops of aromatic sulphuric acid in a glass of water which has been well boiled. A 
small bottle of aromatic sulphuric acid can be easily procured at the Canton hospital. 

I have the honor also to report that I am keeping Dr. John W. Kerr, 
U. S. Marine-Hospital Service, at Hongkong, continually posted as to 
disease developments here. He reports to me in a communication 
received this morning, dated March 14, 1902 that he has found it 
necessary to enforce the quarantine law respecting the shipment of 
fresh vegetables to the Philippine Islands, as almost all such "fresh 
cargoes" come from Canton and its vicinity. 

Eespectfully, Eobert M. McWade, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary op State. 

[No. 176.] 

Canton, China, March 17, 1902. 

Sie : In further continuation of my No. 175, regarding Asiatic cholera 
in Canton, I have the honor to report as follows : 

Within the first two days the disease has spread rapidly through 
Wongsba, at the western end of Canton, where it has had many native 
victims. It is also cutting a wide swath in the southern suburb, outside 
of the city walls and immediately opposite to the yamen of the Tartar 
general. Sister Marie Immaculee, of the French convent, which is 
located in the heart of the city, was attacked by the disease on Saturday 
afternoon and died last night. The French colony are almost inconsol- 
able over her sad and untimely death, for she was the youngest sister 
in the community, and exceedingly popular with the natives as well as 
the foreigners of all nationalities. 

Honam is still suffering, but I believe that there is a considerable 
abatement in the number of deaths. 

As the native authorities keep no record of the mortality, it is almost 
impossible to give anything like a correct estimate of the effects of the 
disease in this locality. I can, however, say that it has not yet assumed 
epidemic form. 

Eespectfully, Eobert M. MoWade, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 



